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TRAINING NOTES

he needs to act instinctively. Therefore,
close combat training should be simple
but challenging and realistic. And it
should not always be conducted in an
open field or a gymnasium. Once the sol-
diers have progressed beyond the basics,
urban combat facilities, trenchiines, and
individual fighting positions should also
be used.

To aid in realism, the training should
not be Limited to daytime or favorable
weather conditions, because it 15 not like-
ly that an enemy will surprise you or-get

too close to your positions on 4 warm
sunny day. If the training is aimed at con-
ducting noncombatant evacuation opera-
tions, for exampie, pitung one soldier
with a pugil stick against two unarmed
foes in a dimly lit room is a great
stimulator.

Close combat training is an excellent
opportunity for an infantry leader to exer-
cise his duties as a comumander—to chal-
lenge his men and prepare them for
combat today so that they will be abie to
win on the battiefield of tomerrow.

Captain Darryl W. Daugherty commands a
company in the 2d Battalion, 29th Infan-
try Regiment at Fort Benning. He is a recent
graduate of the United States Marine Corps
Amphiblous Warfare School and previously
servad in various |leadership positions in the
15t Bettation, 18th fviantry (METhEmired),

Captain Drew Watson, a U.5. Marine Corps
officer, is also a recent graduate of the Marine
Corps Amphitisus Warfare School. He hag
served as an infantry platoon ieader, company
executive officer, and company commander in
a reconnaissance battaiion. He is now an ex-
change officer with the British Royal Marine
Commandos.

The Bayonet

Commonsense Lessons

No weapon inspires the infantryman
quite like the bayonet. And in this age of
sophisticated systems, this simple but
deadly weapon, in the right hands, can
still decide a battle. To make the most of
it, though, Infantry leaders must remind

. their soldiers of the bayonet’s purpose,

teach them how and when to use it, and
emphasize that it is not just an impressive
ornament to be used only when going
through an occasional bayonet assault
course.

During a recent live fire platoon assault
exercise. I saw a platoon leader expertly
maneuver his squads through a course
that was laid out over difficult terrain.
The course itself was infested with nu-
merous *'enemy”” bunkers that simulated
fire with pneumatic machineguns. The
soldiers were heavily laden with ammuni-
tion but overcame maost of the bunkers
by using maneuver and high rates of sus-
tained overwatching fire. [n some cases,
though, the soldiers advanced 1o within
20 meters of an **enemy” position before
they engaged it. As the ammunition be-
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gan to run low, it was apparent that if the
platoon had been engaged in a real fight,
close combat could equate with contact
at bayonet point.

After suggesting to the platoon leader

that he shouid have his men fix bayonets,
I noted his surprise at such a thought.
Then I watched the excitement level rise
as each soldier attempted to respond to
his order, *'Fix bayonets.”
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Soldlers who train with fixed bayonets will not hesitate to usé them
in combat.




As they did 50, 1 noticed several prob-
lems:

o Some of the soldiers had dilficuity
fixing their bayonets.

» The grenadiers discovered that bayo-
nets could not be fixed to their weapons
with the barrel of the grenade launcher
attached.

e Several improperly assembled bayo-
nets could not be fixed.

» Some soldiers did not fire their rifles
after their bayonets were fixed.

The platoon eventually swept through
its objective in good order. And in the
after action review (AAR) that followed,
the soldiers openly discussed the things
they did right and those they did wrong.
Their comments focused on a number of
commonsense lessons concerning the
bayonet and suggested that the unit
needed.additional drill and practice. The
soldiers’ observations included the fol-
lowing:

= Soldiers must learn to appreciate and
respect the M-9 bayonet as a weapon first
and foremost, instead of as a fielderaft
tool or wire cucter. Leaders cannot limit
et soidiers w0 using bayenrets during the
time spent on a bayonet assault course
and expect them to gain confidence in its
use as a weapon.

» A fixed bayonet should not discour-

age a soldier from firing his rifle. Lead-
ers should routinely have their soldiers
fix bayonets on live fire courses or other

ranges so they can become accustomed
to firing that way.
» Under the stress of combat or even

a live fire assault range, otherwise simple
tasks are often difficult to execute. If sol-
diers tix bayonets regularly, therefore,
they will be able to perform this simple
and basic task more easily in combat.
* To prevent malfumetions and - poor
performance, all leaders shouid conduct

- pre-combat checks of personnel,

weapons, and equipment. They should
check the M-9 bayonet for maintenance

~and proper assembly to ensure that the

latching mechanism can engage the bay-
onet lug on the rifle barrel, (The M-9
does not need to be disassembled for rou-
tine cleaning and maintenance. In fact,
according 1o the operator’s manual, dis-
assembly .is not authorized.)

The U.S. infantryman with fixed bay-
onet epitomizes our service. If leaders en-
courage and advocate its use on live fire
and assault ranges, they will develop sol-
fiers who are not reluctant to use it and
officers who will not hesitate, when ap-
propriate, to give the classic command,
“Fix bayonets!”

Major Roland J. Tiso, Jr., is executive officer
-withe 15t Battalion, 216t infantry, 25th infantry
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different battalions in the 101st Airborne Divi-

sion {Air Agsault), and commanded a combat

support company in Korea. He is a 1873 ROTC
graduate of the Virginia Military Institute.
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