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NOTE

MAJOR GENERAL CARMEN J. CAVEZZA, Chief of Infantry

BRADLEY FIGHTING VEHICLE UPDATE

The Infantry School’s continuing effort to provide
logical, efficient, and descriptive strategies for
weapon systems and unit training is producing sever-

~al outstanding training products. Too, the demand-
ing training programs that result from this effort will
help our units reach and sustain the highest levels
of combat readiness.

We have just put the finishing touches on the
revised Field Manual (FM) 23-1, Bradley Fight-
ing Vehicle (BFV) Gunnery, which is the corner-
stone training product for the heavy Infantry force.
This manual, which is scheduled to be in the field
in the third quarter of Fiscal Year 1991, provides
a comprehensive unit training strategy that inte-
grates mounted and dismounted training.

The manual incorporates the use of several ma-
teriel developments that will significantly improve
a BFV unit commander’s ability to train and em-
ploy the figiting vehicle system. The develop-
ment of M910 training practice discarding sabot-
tracer (TPDS-T) rounds is one example. These

rounids will allow units that are constrained from

firing armor piercing service ammunition to train
their gunners on the important ammunition selec-
tion and ‘‘switchology™ skills.

The M910 is ballistically matched to the M791
armor piercing discarding sabot-tracer (APDS-T).
The manual lists the ballistic characteristics and

~ surface danger area information for this new am-
munitior and uses this data to update the gunnery
tables.

At the same time, the Infantry School contin-
ues to suppo . the development of M919 armor
piercing, fin stabilized discarding sabot-tracer
(APFSDS-T) combat ammunition. The M919,

whose characteristics are also shown in the gunnery
manual, will significantly increase the BFV’s abili-
ty to destroy enemy light armored vehicles. We are
also developing M910E1 training ammunition that
will match the M919’s characteristics.

Another BFV product improvement now in the
field is an integrated sight unit with an air de-
fense reticle. Chapter 7 of FM 23-1 discusses air
defense and the use of the new reticle, and air de-
fense engagements have been added to the gunnery
training and qualification tables. This training
method matches the doctrinal concepts outlined in
FM 7-7] for engaging enemy helicopters when
passive air defense measures fail—shoot them
immediately.

To sustain air defense training in units, the air
defense reticle, along with the training exercises,
have also been added to the conduct of fire trainer
(COFT) and the video interactive gunnery system
(VIGS).

One of the Infantry training strategy goals that
I discussed in an earlier issue of INFANTRY
(September-October 1990, pages 1-2) was to iden-
tify training shortcomings and develop some pos-
sible remedies. The revised FM 23-1 accomplishes
this goal for several BFV training problems that have
been identified at the combat training centers
(CTCs).

No one graduates from the Primary Leadership
Development Course or from any Infantry Basic
or Advanced Noncommissioned Officer Course
who cannot properly complete a range card. Yet our
soldiers’ range card skills are poor and need to be
improved, and this is a training problem that must
be solved. The revised manual can be of great help,
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