| i months of World War Fthat the fantry School of Arms coenced op

chool had been at Jefferson Batracks M:ssonn- Fort Leavenwo::th Kansag' Tlie :l\‘
:'5Pxesnd:o of Monterey, California;. anti Fort: lel, Oklahoma. I was not until the clo :

T onits present site south oi Coiiumbus:ﬁeorgm. Wiﬂun weeks: of ¥ its dedication, iinits -

5:{ and activities from various: Army locatlons began amv:mg at Camp Bennmg, first S

' ‘camie the 740-man contingent of the Smail Arms Firing School from Camp Penjy e
":fo!lowed by a class of 100 West Point cadets- The 1st Battallon, 29th lnfantry, ar- e

5. rived in March 1919, followed in less than two weeks by 200 ‘officers, instructors,. - _‘f}l_': )

e and students of the Camp Hancock Maclnne Gun School wlm were also soon as-

smilate& into the lnfantrg School. . .
<. . ‘Butihe’ -expansion was not thhout ﬂs ptoblems.With the end of World War I ‘came } -
. the pmeptlon that further expansion atCamp Bennmg was unnecessary. Congress X G, -
N uuthheld appropriations for further construction and directed that the site be aban-
- doned. Fottnnatelg, wiser heads prevailed, and work contmued—although ata siow- s Tn T
-£x pace—on base support facilities and the mftastructure needed to snstam themv R

. _‘stallauon. ‘Over the next two decades, Fort Benning evolved i into the center for: the

" - collective knowledge and experience .of the military and civilian work force at :

" - cyiotime-sensitive projects, and ensure that support to the field is timely, techm- s

- . more immediate—and hence more nrgent—needs at home. This does not miean,

- research and dewelopment, doctrine, and training that were to be the fonndat:on‘
of success “for the U.S. infantry in World War 11 T
- In the years following World War 11, Fort. Bennmg was on the cuttmg edge of. such
' combat developments as airborne and ranger training, an'mobihty ‘the testmg of .
© mew. weapon sysiems’ and equxpment, and the doctrine to gulde 1eaders in‘the em- A
“plogment of these new dimensions of combat. Even today, as we approach theturn
" of the century, the lnfantrg Center and ‘School conhnue to perform these dwerse; s
missions. o
- Fort Bennmg’s most far-reachmg contribution durmg these 75 years, however, PR
has been as a repos:torg of institutional knowledge that fosters progress while
. avmdmg repetxtmns of the failed expenments of the past. The installation’s h:stor-{ :
ical aid archival files-as exemphﬁed in the Donovan Technical Library—provide .
the documeniary records to gutde doctrine writers, combat developments per- -
sonnel, and staff and faculty members in their research. At the same time, the e

Fort Benmng provide the contmnxty necessary to speed coordination, lend nrgen-

“cally correct, and adequate to the needs of today’s infantryman.

The significance of Fort. Benning’s 75th anniversary goes beyond simple longevx- :
ty; it lies instead in the continuity of our institutions, in the professionalism of ﬂle _
men and women.who have traineéd here, and in the incalculable effort and personal . "‘\
T saenﬁce of the installation’s mlhtaxy and civilian personnel during the past tlu-ee- S
qnaﬂers of a century.
) 'l‘hroughout our history, economic realltIes have forced our armed forces to- con-.
ﬁont -austerity. At times, the recognltmn of dangers abroad has been dun‘med bg

however, that the threat'is not real, or that we will not be called upon:to respond
to ehallenges of a type and magnitude not yet imagined. K is here that the roles .
of the service schools—in our case, the Infantry School—become cruciak; it'is here -
that the ideals that have always guided the force must be sustained. . :
This task will certam!y not be easy, but Fort Benning will meet the challenge as

‘it has all otheérs, by using our defense dollars responsibly, by thinking innovafivel
'ly, and by putting the interests of our Nation first. The past 75 years ‘are pari of-
our history; we must now concentrate on what we are going to do in the future.
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