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Victory at Any Cost: The Genius of Viet
Nam’s Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap. By Cecil B.
Currey. Brassey’s, 1997. 401 Pages
$25.95. Reviewed by Dr. Joe P. Dunn,
Converse College.

Cecil Currey, a retired U.S. Army Re-
serve chaplain who again retired last year as
an academic professor of military history,
has been a prolific writer. The most impor-
tant of his ten works are the first two parts of
the trilogy that this book completes—Self-
Destruction: The Disintegration and Decay
of the United States Army During the Viei-
nam Era (1981), an extremely controversial
book, and Edward Lansdale: The Unquiet
American (1988).

We have neceded a good biographical
study of the victorious North Vietnamese
general for some time, and this vol-
ume—designated an Association of the
United States Army book and a History
Book Club selection—is an interesting,
readable, and useful study.

Currey paints a picture of Giap as bright,
adaptive, creative, a genius of organizational
skills, a vain man of indomitable will who
would pay any price for victory. As Currey
traces Giap’s military career, which is si-
multaneously the history of the communist
revolutionary movement in Vietnam, he of-
fers increased insight into the perspective of
an adversary.

For his sources, the author employs Viet-
namese and American writings, an extensive
questionnaire and interviews with Giap and
other Vietnamese, and a thorough grounding
in the secondary literature. Throughout the
study, he provides new details on various
aspects of the war. Particularly valuable is
an enhanced perspective on U.S. relations
with Ho Chi Minh and Giap at the end of
World War II and in the early years of the
French-Indochina War. Also interesting are
Giap’s reservations about the change of
strategy in Tet 1968 and his efforts at recov-
ery after that disaster. The book brings the
story of both Giap and Vietnam up through
the octogenarian’s retirement years after
being “kicked upstairs” following the defeat
of the Americans.

As the author admits, the heavy reliance
upon the recollections of Giap himself en-
tails certain limitations; but until Vietnam-

ese historical archives are more open than
they are at present, this will stand as the best
work available on the illusive general. It is
fascinating reading for scholar and general
reader alike.

Ernie Pyle’s War: America’s Eyewit-
ness to World War II. By James Tobin.
The Free Press, 1997. 312 Pages. $25.00.
Reviewed by Ralph W. Widener, Jr., Dallas,
Texas.

This is the story of a very talented writer
who was better able than any other World
War II correspondent to relate what was
happening on the battlefield to the folks
back home. He did this in such a way that
they could see their men in uniform winning
the war, despite the carnage it produced.
And he did this despite the constraints of
wartime censorship.

It is also the story of the fighting man’s
admiration for Emie Pyle. For one thing,
the soldiers enjoyed the attention he gave
them. In one of his columns, he wrote,
“Your average doughfoot will go through
his normal hell a lot more willingly if he
knows that he is getting some credit for it,
and that the home folks know about it, too.”

Pyle was not the only correspondent who
traveled with the troops, but he was the only
one to gain their universal approval. As To-
bin points out, “As a rule, GI’s distrusted
correspondents as flashy cowards without
the guts to stay near the front any longer
than was necessary to grab a quick quote.
They were outraged by headline hype about
dashing columns and effortless gains which
left out their agonies.” Pyle, on the other
hand, “was universally regarded as a ‘guy
who knows how it is’ because he lived at the
front, did many of the things they did, and
sweated it out with them.”

This is also the story of a man who, dur-
ing the war, would take to his bed (a cot, or
the ground itself when with the troops) with
physical ailments and a great sense of de-
pression. These, he told his bosses at
Scripps-Howard, resulted from being so
long under the strain and tension of combat.
He was not alone. Audie Murphy, World
War II’s most-decorated soldier, felt this
way to the end of his life.

It’s also the story of a man whose per-
sonal life back home was anything but what
it should have been. His wife, Geraldine,
moved between alcoholic breakdowns and
moody depressions, each time imploring
him to come home and give up the war.
Though he often wanted to heed her advice,
he could not do this once he had spent time
with the troops. Fortunately for the reader,
Tobin uses many of the letters between them
in his book.

The book ends with Pyle going to the Pa-
cific because he felt he owed it to the fight-
ing men there, men he had not yet favored
with his columns home. He moved to the
fighting front on Ie Shima, a small island
near Okinawa and, on April 18, 1945, did
what he had told the men in Europe not to
do: He stuck his head up to see where the
enemy was and was shot dead by a Japanese
machinegunner.

This interesting book about a man who
was loved by the people at home, as well as
those on the battlefield, will be just as ap-
preciated today as his columns were more
than 50 years ago.

Stalin’s Lieutenants: A Study of Com-
mand Under Duress.. By William J.
Spahr.  Presidio, 1997. 352 Pages.
$24.95. Reviewed by Colonel George G.
Eddy, U.S. Army, Retired.

As Stalin rose in power and authority, es-
pecially after Lenin’s death when it had ap-
peared that Trotsky would prevail as the le-
gitimate successor, he became more ruth-
less, barbaric, and bloodthirsty than ever.
As huge as the battlefield casualties
were—estimated at 27 million (Stalin was
personally responsible for millions of com-
bat deaths due to his bungling and intermit-
tent interventions}—the executions of sus-
pected traitors based on fabricated evidence
was seemingly endless. To the paranoid
Stalin, everyone, even the very top military
commanders who helped the Red Army pre-
vail, was a potential suspect. No one Stalin
fingered was able to escape. These purges
of key military commanders not long before
the German invasion put Russia in such a
precarious state it was a wonder the couritry
survived. Weather, terrain, and space
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proved to be critical factors. But, for the
Red Army commander: a favorite one day, a
corpse the next.

“At the end of the 1920s,” writes the
author, “there had been a purge of officers
and political workers suspected of being in
sympathy with the Trotsky opposition. In
the early 1930s there had been a purge of
former officers of the old army. In this case
more than 3,000 officers were not only dis-
missed, but the victims were tried on the ba-
sis of falsified evidence. According to Vo-
roshilov a total of 47,000 officers were dis-
missed in these two purges, including 5,000
who were members of the Trotsky opposi-
tion. In mid-1936, arrests of Red Army
commanders began again...” As Eugene
Lyons noted in his 1941 book The Red Dec-
ade, “It was official carnage unprecedented
for size and imbecilic in detail..at least
50,000 communists, officials, professors,
economists were killed without the formality
of trials; the country’s foremost generals,
admirals and marshals were executed and
four-fifths of the higher officers’ corps,
about 30,000 Red Army, Navy, and Avia-
tion specialists, were ‘liquidated’ by exile,
demotions and execution; a terror more
frightful than anything in a thousand years
of Russia’s sanguinary history swept
through the country, leaving mountains of
corpses in its wake.”

What has to be considered miraculous is
that so many officers braved this ferocious
and terrifying bloodletting storm and con-
tinued to serve the army and the country,
never knowing when they might be the next
victims. These men successfully defeated
the White Russian forces, the Poles, the
Finns, the Japanese, and finally the Germans
while struggling in a ravaged and devastated
country, inadequate foodstuffs, shelter and
clothing, an economy in shambles without a
meaningful infrastructure. Roads were non-
existent in many parts of Russia, mere ruts
and trails, communications in pathetic con-
dition, and rail lines and rolling stock woe-
fully inadequate for so vast a country.

Why did the leaders and the followers
continue to fight? Mere love of country and
a chance, however slight, of a better exis-
tence? Some observers might respond,
“What other choice did they have?” Surely,
however, this love of the land alone cannot
explain how the leaders were able to de-
velop proper units, and increasingly larger
ones, and motivate desired performance.
The author is silent on how these top Red
Army commanders, Stalin’s lieutenants, car-
ried out this significant task. While the
army at the outset was forced to depend on
officers who had fought in the Tsarist army,
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the “specialists” as Spahr identifies them,
the subsequent leaders were largely unedu-
cated peasants. How did they learn so fast?
Again, we don’t get much help from the
author here. The Russian experience adds
new meaning to “learning on the job.” Sev-
eral military academies were launched to
help train future commanders, but these did
not exist during the fighting against the
White Russians in the nascent days of the
new Red Army.

The chief flaw of this book is the amount
of detail the reader must plod through, trying
to piece together major events, organiza-
tions, their leaders, and dispositions without
maps, organizational structures, or order of
battle information.

Small Wars: Their Principles and Prac-
tices. By Colonel C.E. Callwell. Third
edition reprint. Bison Books, 1996. 559
Pages. $25.00. Reviewed by Lieutenant
Colonel Harold E. Raugh, Jr., U.S. Army.

United States military operations in the
past quarter-century (with the exception of
the Persian Gulf War), including those in
Beirut, Grenada, Panama, Somalia, Haiti,
and Bosnia, are reminiscent of Queen Victo-

‘ria’s “little Wars” of a century ago. Indeed,

Rudyard Kipling called them “the savage
wars of peace.”

Originally published in 1896, Small Wars
was written by Colonel (Jater Major-General
Sir) C.E. Callwell. The third edition, of
which this is a facsimile reprint, was pub-
lished in 1906, with updated information
from British operations in India, the Sudan,
South Africa, and elsewhere, and the U.S.
campaign in the Philippines. This new edi-
tion includes an insightful introduction by
military historian Douglas Porch.

Callwell considered the term “small war”
difficult to define, but said it “is simply used
to denote, in default of a better [term], op-
erations of regular armies against irregular,
or comparatively speaking irregular, forces.”
In his study, he did not intend to cover all
aspects of fighting small wars; he believed
the details of logistics and administration
were covered sufficiently in military publi-
cations. The purpose of his book was to
give a “sketch of the principles and practices
of small wars as regards strategy and tac-
tics....”

The initial chapters of the book highlight
the causes and objectives of small wars.
The subsequent chapters emphasize various
aspects of intelligence; the importance of
“boldness and vigour,” offensive, defensive,
infantry, cavalry, and mounted camel tac-
tics; hill, bush, and night warfare; and many

other contemporary topics. Of significant
interest is the chapter on guerrilla warfare in
general. All chapters include detailed ex-
amples of British, French, and even Ameri-
can military operations, of the Victorian and
Edwardian eras. These examples illustrate
the author’s encyclopedic knowledge of, and
experience in, many of the campaigns he
wrote about.

This book also chronicles, probably un-
wittingly, the evolution of warfare during
the period of imperial expansion. Technol-
ogy (then and now) could never substitute
for tactics or strategy, countering enemy
mobility, the ability to adapt to different ter-
rain and climates, and timely and accurate
intelligence. The regular forces in the small
wars depicted, even though seemingly tech-
nologically superior, were not always suc-
cessful in defeating their opponents. This,
according to Callwell, was because com-
manders frequently did not foresee and pre-
pare for differing facets of the campaigns,
and occasionally did not understand the
habits, customs, and tactics of their “infe-
rior” enemy. The key to success was quick,
decisive battle. These lessons should not be
lost on today’s military leaders.

Small Wars is not just a treatise on mili-
tary history and tactics; it is also a primer for
potential future military operations. In 1906
the British Chief of the Imperial General
Staff recommended this third edition as “a
valuable contribution on the subject of the
conduct of small wars....full of useful facts
and information on all the details...of those
minor expeditions....” The same recom-
mendation for this informative and analyti-
cal book is still valid today.

The Sleeping Giant: America’s Armed
Forces Between the Wars. By J.E. Kauf-
man and H.W. Kaufman. Praeger, 1996.
212 Pages, $55.00. Reviewed by Lieuten-
ant Colonel Albert N. Garland, U.S. Army,
Retired.

The period between 1920 and 1940 was
not a happy time for our military services,
although some fared better than others.
With little popular support and even less
presidential and congressional backing, the
services struggled to retain some aura of
military credibility, despite ever-shrinking
budgets and manpower allocations. As bad
as 1920s were, the 1930s (at least until
1938) were even worse as the country suf-
fered through a severe economic depression.

The authors, both teachers in the Texas
educational system, have attempted in this
book to tell us what the services did to
maintain their sanity. To do this, they have



adopted a less-than-comprehensive ap-
proach. In their words, the book “synthe-
sizes the history of all the armed forces as
well as the development of strategy and tac-
tics in the interwar period.”

Unfortunately, they devoted most of their
attention to a few specific areas of interest:
naval and air maneuvers; development of
naval air and the aircraft carrier; the Army
Air Corps’ attempts, beginning with Billy
Mitchell, to gain greater recognition and in-
creased budgets; and our coastal defense
systems, both at home and abroad.

With the latter exception, the Army’s
story is almost totally neglected until the late
chapters because, the authors say, “the bulk
of the Army rarely found itself in the lime-
light during this period.” From this, I got
the distinct impression that if an Army story
did not appear in Time magazine, it was not
worth mentioning,.

Much must be omitted in any synthesis,
and so it is with this book. The most im-
portant omission was the authors’ decision
to ignore the human element, to tell us about
the men who manned the guns, the planes,
and the ships. Who were they? Where did
they come from? How were they trained?
Who made up the officer and noncommis-
sioned officer corps? And by ignoring the
service school systems, the authors made a
serious mistake, for it was these systems that
did more than any other single agency to
hold the services together and to keep them
striving, and thinking, and pushing devel-
opments despite the paucity of resources.

The authors do include a bibliography
(mainly secondary works), a list of abbre-
viations, and a useful index. There are other
syntheses available that may offer a different
slant on the same era, and these should also
be consulted. Overall, though, much re-
mains to be done in writing any history of
this 20-year period.

Fighting on the Brink: Defense of the
Pusan Perimeter. By Brigadier General
Uzal T. Ent, U.S. Army Retired. Turner
Publishing Company, 1996. 431 Pages.
$49.95. Reviewed by Lieutenant Colonel
Michael F. Davino, U.S. Army.

During the summer of 1950, the U.S.
Army was engaged in a desperate struggle
on the Korean Peninsula. The undermanned
and incompletely trained Eighth U.S. Army
traded space for the time the U.S. and its al-
lies needed to marshal forces for a counter-
offensive.

General Ent’s Fighting on the Brink is a
close study of this phase of the Korean War.
It covers the situation before hostilities, the

invasion by the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea, the defense of the Pusan
Perimeter, and the eventual breakout and
pursuit of the North Korean forces.

Although recent generations of Army
leaders have devoted their efforts to trying
to see that we never again face the need to
conduct similar operations, this possibility
cannot be entirely ruled out. We cannot be
sure that future enemies will allow us the
time to build up a huge force before the start
of a war, as was the case in the Persian Gulf,
Even today in Korea, where the Combined
Force Command maintains two formidable
field armies, many of the allied divisions are
located in vulnerable garrisons within artil-
lery range of the north Koreans. If these di-
visions are to survive largely intact and with
time to assemble in the opening stages of a
conflict, they will require a clear and unam-
biguous warning of an impending attack.
Since this is something our intelligence ap-
paratus has failed to provide in the past, we
cannot be assured of entering such a war
with complete units.

Additionally, if Korea is the second of
two nearly simultaneous major theater wars,
we may once again be fighting a prolonged
defensive campaign. Therefore, leaders en
route to an assignment in Korea would profit
from reading this excellent book.

The author, a veteran of the campaign,
has researched this critical period of the war
in great detail. He makes extensive use of
the official records and previous literature,
but also includes the first-hand recollections
of hundreds of participants. The narrative is
full of lessons on the use of fire support, es-
pecially close air support, defensive warfare,
and the conduct of counterattacks.

General Ent’s accounts of the delaying
actions and the fight to establish and main-
tain the so-called Pusan Perimeter are the
most comprehensive published to date. He
describes and analyzes the actions of units
as well as the decisions made by leaders at
all levels and is candid in his assessments.

This work could have been improved in
the areas of editing and documentation.
There are typographical errors throughout
the text, and documentatjon consists of a list
of sources, by chapter, at the end of the
book. A more conventional documentation
(sequentially numbered end-notes or foot-
notes) would have been more helpful to
readers who want to do further research.

The author has succeeded in his objective
of writing a definitive account of this crucial
campaign. The book documents and ex-
plains the efforts of U.S. and allied forces to
give General of the Army Douglas MacAr-
thur the time he needed to launch the am-

phibious assault at Inchon.

Serious students of the Korean War will
want this book for their libraries. The de-
tailed accounts of small-unit actions also
make it especially valuable for small-unit
leaders.

Agent of Destiny: The Life and Times of
General Winfield Scott. By John S.D.
Eisenhower. The Free Press, 1997. 464
Pages. $27.50. Reviewed by Colonel Cole
C. Kingseed, U.S. Army.

No military officer more indelibly im-
printed his personality on his age than did
Winfield Scott. A hero of the War of 1812,
the conqueror of Mexico City in the Mexi-
can War, Scott was general-in-chief of the
United States Army at the outbreak of the
American Civil War. His military career
spanned more than half a century, from 1808
to his forced retirement in 1861, during
which time the fledging American republic
expanded from the Atlantic seaboard west-
ward to the Pacific. In the process, Scott
emerged as the nation’s first truly profes-
sional soldier and one of its most vocal ad-
vocates of Manifest Destiny. In this, his lat-
est book on the Mexican-American War,
John Eisenhower has produced the definitive
biography of this magnificent soldier.

For those unfamiliar with the U.S. Army
of the first half of the 19th century, this bi-
ography will make compelling reading.
Eisenhower’s Scott emerges as an officer
driven by personal thirst for prominence and
prosperity. Introduced to the national scene
as a spectator at Aaron Burr’s treason trial in
1807, Scott joined the Army and won rapid
promotion in the aftermath of military deba-
cles in the War of 1812. He ended the war
as a national hero, having contributed sig-
nificantly to U.S. victories at Chippewa and
Lundy’s Lane. Between that war and the
Mexican War, Scott played an integral role
in revising Army doctrine and creating a
sound military establishment. Appointed
general-in-chief of the U.S. Army in 1841,
Scott reached his zenith as a military com-
mander in his conquest of Mexico in a bril-
liantly conducted campaign from Vera Cruz
to Mexico City in 1847.

Still, his career was not without mishap.
Three times, he found himself before a court
martial, and once, he was convicted of “un-
officer-like conduct,” incurring a year’s sus-
pension from the Army. As the author says,
it was a “shaky” beginning for an ambitious
officer. On numerous occasions, his rivalry
with Generals Alexander Macomb, Andrew
Jackson, and Edmund Gaines earned censure
from numerous presidents and secretaries of
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war. Not surprisingly, Scott’s military in-
fluence waned in the aftermath of the war
with Mexico, due in no small part to his pri-
vate and public flirtations with politics, an
arena in which he was not particularly adept.
His retirement in 1861 was as much a result
of Lincoln’s lack of confidence as of Gen-
eral George McClellan’s own ambition.

In the final analysis, Eisenhower’s great-
est contribution is not in relating Scott’s
military exploits but in analyzing his rela-
tionship with civil authority. Scott served
14 presidents, 13 as a general officer. With
his headquarters alternating between New
York and Washington, Scott established
cordial relationships with most of the coun-
ry’s leading politicians, Perhaps his great-
est achievement lay in his efforts to avert a
third war with Great Britain over a boundary
dispute in the Maine wilderness. Scott was
also the Whig Party’s last candidate for
president in 1852. In the aftermath of the
election, Presidents Franklin Pierce and his
successor, James Buchanan, relegated Scott
to the sidelines as the Union drifted to dis-
solution.

In the pantheon of American military he-
roes, Eisenhower rates Scoft “a military gi-
ant,” who was his country’s most prominent
general for the four decades preceding the
Civil War. Although he was not the archi-
tect of Manifest Destiny, Scott was the prin-
cipal agent for the consolidation of the na-
tion as a single unity and for its expansion.
Herein lies Scott’s greatest achievement.

Chancellorsville. By Stephen W. Sears.
Houghton Mifflin, 1996. 593 Pages.
$35.00. Reviewed by Major Don Right-
myer, U.S. Air Force, Retired.

Stephen Sears, the author of previous
Civil War histories on the battles of Antie-
tam (Landscape Turned Red), the Peninsula
Campaign of 1862 (To the Gates of Rich-
mond), and a biography of General George
B. McClellan (George B. McClellan: The
Young Napoleon), has provided another ex-
cellent Civil War history, this time examin-
ing the campaign and battle of Chancellors-
ville in the spring of 1863. This book may
be the best history of its type that Sears has
produced.

The Army of the Potomac was in real
trouble in early 1863. Its beloved com-
mander, George McClellan, had been re-
lieved of command the previous fall, after
the battle of Antietam. The army had suf-
fered an ignominious defeat at Fredericks-
burg under the command of General Am-
brose Burnside. Senior officers of the Po-
tomac army were disloyal toward their
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commander, one of the key people among
them being General Joseph Hooker.

Despite that, President Lincoln placed
General Hooker in command of the army
and gave him responsibility for its spring
offensive against the army of General Rob-
ert E. Lee. The battle of Chancellorsville
was another serious defeat for the eastern
Union army, and for Hooker’s removal from
army command as well. Sears provides a
very fair, even-handed coverage of Hooker’s
efforts to reorganize the army and catry out
a strategy that he hoped would result in the
defeat of the Army of Northern Virginia
once and for all. Despite Lee’s audacious
division of his forces in the face of the Un-
ion army and the loss of his able subordi-
nate, General T.J. “Stonewall” Jackson, at
dusk on the first day of the battle, the South-
ern commander was able to deal a solid de-
feat to the Army of the Potomac and send
them back to where they had started their
campaign.

This is the best history and analysis of the
Chancellorsville campaign ever written, It
goes into considerable detail for all aspects
of planning, logistics, cavalry operations,
and combat actions during the two days of
the battle. It will certainly stand for some
time as the best work done on Chancellors-
ville in several decades. Others have been
published but, in comparison with this work,
they are only surveys of the battle.

For students of the Civil War, we can
only wait with anticipation for the next Civil
War campaign that will attract the attention
of Stephen Sears. It always seems well
worth the wait and the time necessary to

read one of his excellent volumes. Chan-
cellorsville is highly recommended.
RECENT AND RECOMMENDED
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